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Our reunion was once again voted a success with 68 members attending.  

We had 12 last minute cancellations due to ill health, and we hope that 

everyone has now made a good recovery.  There were several compliments 

about the food which we have passed on to the Caterers. 

 

We welcomed  to the reunion Bob and Barbara Pharoah all the way from 

Australia and John Edwards from Belfast.  It was great to see you.  Alfred 

Solomon celebrated his 90th Birthday on 2nd April and was presented with a 

small birthday cake which he said was a delightful surprise.  Several 

photographs, taken at the Reunion, are reproduced in this newsletter.  If 

your picture is not there, more will be printed in the November edition. 

 

It was with great sadness that we had to announce the death of Dennis 

Davey, our friend, co-worker and author of “Dennis’s Deliberations”.  

Dennis was a long standing and dedicated member of the KDCS 

Association and worked with the present and previous committee 

organising the many reunions.  He died on 

31st March, just before our reunion, which he 

was hoping to attend.  We welcomed his 

widow Ann and daughter Elizabeth to our 

Reunion which they attended in Dennis’s 

memory and Elizabeth gave an emotional 

speech about her Father’s love of the school 

and his commitment to the Association.  He 

will be sorely missed, as will his 

“Deliberations”.   

 

 

Ann and Elizabeth after being presented with 

a plant to thank them for coming to the 

Reunion.   

 

 



 

 

We always put advertisements about our reunions in the Saga and Choice 

magazines and the Surrey Advertiser, to reach non members of the 

Association who attended KDCS and Hinchley Wood School.  We had 

several responses from ex students this year, some of whom attended our 

reunion and joined the Association.  

 

Welcome:  Daphne Beauchamp, from Kingston.  Mrs L Cooper, from 

Ashford, Kent.  Jean Pollard from Leatherhead.  Joan Shepperd from 

Chandlers Ford.  Jennifer Else (1959)  from Elstead.   Thelma Putnam 

(1949) from Leatherhead.  Geraldine and Ken Hayes (1950) from East 

Grinstead.   Eileen Poole (1950) from Oxford.   John Salthouse (1947) 

from France.   Other enquiries came from Brian Saxby (1944).  William B 

Rice (1956), Rob Loewenthal (1961), and Vivien Kelsey (1959).   

 

It is hoped that, if you have not already done so, you will join the 

Association.  The subscription is £5 per year and we issue three 

newsletters a year in March, July and November.  It is the way members 

keep in touch with each other and learn of our reunions.    

 

Good news regarding the KDCS website which was started and maintained 

by John Frost, who is sadly no longer with us - we have a volunteer to 

keep it going.  Carol Stanley has gallantly volunteered to run the website 

(probably with a nudge from her father Harry Stanley) and we are most 

grateful to her.  Not everyone has access to a computer, but perhaps with 

the aid of children or grandchildren you can look up our website.  The 

address is www.kdcsa.co.uk 

 

Thank you to those of you who donated towards the raffle.  We are very 

grateful as the raffle does help to boost our funds.   

 

I do hope you enjoy this edition.  I have nothing for the November issue so  

please keep your letters coming.  We love to receive anything  from a few 

lines to a couple of pages.  Don’t forget the newsletters are for you, and 

about you, and are read with great interest by all our members.             JCK 

 

Committee members:  Janet Creighton-Kelly (Wright) 01276 25357  

                                    Janet Steeples (Haddrell) 01932 873478                  



 

 

JILLIAN  PAUL from Reigate writes …….TRIP TO BELGIUM 1951 

Celia Bradbury’s memories of the school trip to Belgium in 1951 had me 

searching for my old Trip Diary given to me by my parents for this my first 

holiday abroad.  (I brought the diary to the Reunion and it proved very 

popular among those present who had been on the trip). 

 

Like Celia I noted each day what we did and where we went and I have 

postcards and photos of all the places visited, in the Diary.  I well 

remember the ‘Enid Blyton’ type midnight feast - Shirley Rosser (Massey) 

my special friend at school and I were in the room next door and joined in.  

Incidentally I have noted in the diary that we went to Ostend and not to 

Dunkirk and have photos of Ostend, so I think it really was that port.  The 

list of places we visited is lengthy including the Summer Palace at 

Tervueren, Laken and many places in Brussels.  I seem to have been very 

taken with the Palace of Justice, maybe even then I was taking an interest 

in the Law.  Getting closer to it in later life by becoming a Magistrate for 

some 20 years.  This is a  group photo of those on the trip:- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have autograph pages bearing the signatures of the following:- 

Teachers: Miss Mackintosh and Mr Rose and Miss Howle who wrote “at 

whose hands you have suffered so much!” 



 

 

Friends: Shirley Massey, June Day, Michael Staff, James Tilley, D Hedges, 

Margaret Yeandle, John Weare, Janet Finch, Pam Metcalf, Marian Tutt, 

Shirley Browning, John Low, John Cunningham, Celia Pinchen, R 

Lilleywhite, Jacqueline Cox, Janet Houghton, Valeria Hill, Elvine Cottrell, 

Rosemary Watts, Annabel Cambourn, Sheila Biden, Sheila Hart and a 

signature that looks like Sheila Elsey.   

 

Looking through that book brought back many happy memories of the visit 

and my old school friends.  This photo is of some old school friends, taken 

at my home, possibly 1950’ish: 

 

Front row: Ivan Champion, Colin Belbin and Phyllis Radford.  To the right 

of Phyllis, I am reliably 

informed by friends 

present at the reunion on 

21st April, is Arthur Davis 

and behind him Harry 

Fowler.  To the left of 

Phyllis is ? Baxter and on 

her left we don’t know.  

Yours truly behind Ivan, 

Shirley Massey behind 

Colin Belbin and we 

think Leslie Green behind our mystery lady.  Don’t know who is on Harry 

Fowler’s left.  I wonder if any of those in the photo receive the 

newsletters?   

 

When we were all together on Saturday, 21st at the Reunion, many of us 

were recalling our days at school and every single person said that school 

days were very happy for us AND if we could go back and be with the 

same people all over again we would be very pleased to do so.  No one had  

Unhappy memories of bullying, drugs or being unhappy.  We were so 

lucky with superb teachers, whom we respected and good discipline which 

we respected too. 

Corrections:  Celia Bradbury confirms that the party did arrive at Ostend 

and not Dunkirk.  Spelling of Miss Howe - should it be Miss Howle or ?? 

See letter from Wendy Mullett further on in this newsletter. 



 

 

 

BILL KAUFFMAN writes from Creysse, France ….This is a photo of 

Vivienne Pashby and myself when my wife and I called on her in March 

when we were on a short holiday in England.  Vivienne and I are both 91 

and were in the same class from 1934 - 36.  We are meeting again after 76 

years. 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is nice to know that Bill got in touch with Vivienne after seeing her letter 

in the July 2011 newsletter. 

******** 

ROGER FORSTER writes from Victoria, Australia  ….. I am writing this 

in the heat of a Melbourne summer!  The air is thick with the sound of 

tennis balls being slogged around as the Australian Open Championships 

are well and truly under way!  My first KDCS Newsletter arrived some 

days ago and this is the first chance I have had to thank you for what 

turned out to be really interesting.  I am a bit of a nostalgia buff but I did 

not recognise any names apart from Tony Collins and Pat Jackson.  I am 

sure I could provide a comprehensive list of classmates from the era 

1950ish during which I was at Hinchley Wood, but I will refrain from that 

for the time being as I would like to check with various folk to ensure they 

don’t get embarrassed by any mention.  Watch this space!! 

 

I can however mention two classmates.  Suzanne Guest - nee Wells - 

married Bob (Rob) Guest who was one of my best pals.  Rob (once a very 

accomplished sportsman) very sadly passed away at age 60 - far too young 

- and these days Sue is battling dementia.  Getting old can be rather 

unpleasant indeed.  Ill health continues to dog me but once I am better I 



 

 

would certainly like to submit an article or two as I believe some of my life 

after Hinchley Wood might prove of interest to your readers. 

 

We look forward to hearing from you. Roger.  

******* 

PAULINE LINDSEY  requested that we send a copy of  the newsletter to 

Jean Pollard (Mitchell) who attended KDCS in 1932 and as a result Jean 

joined the Association and says - had she known about the reunion in time 

she would have attended, but she has told Pauline Lindsey that her son will 

take them to any future KDCS events.   

We look forward to meeting you Jean, at the next reunion. 

******** 

BARBARA WING (nee Harvey) from Selsey writes ….. In the March 

issue Valerie Read asked if anyone remembered her brother - I remember 

Victor very well - bumping into him in Kingston after the war, having 

lunch, and visiting him in Hospital (I believe it was in Chertsey).  Going to 

KDCS was really enjoyable - two good school years, happy memories. 

******** 

DAPHNE RANGER writes from South Croydon ….. Thank you very 

much for the November magazine which as always was very interesting.  I 

knew Evelyn Willis (Pratt) very well as we went to Lime Grove School 

together and Burlington Road as well.  We also went to dancing classes 

and I have photos of us when we did displays.  I left school in March 1942 

and was a shorthand typist at Teddington in the Department of Scientific 

and Research Laboratory.   That is where I met Ken who I married in April 

1948.  We moved to Maidstone where our three girls were born.  When he 

was promoted to London we moved to Croydon.  Sadly he died from 

cancer in June 1974. 

 

I was a meals on wheels driver at the time and carried on for 2 years until 

we were taken over by Apertito.  I also worked in the kitchen at South 

Croydon Day Centre - still do two days a week, so keep busy at the age of 

86.  Because of all the voluntary work through the years I was invited to 

the Queen’s Garden Party.  My daughter (Jacqueline - the middle one) 

came with me in July 2010 where we had a lovely afternoon in 

Buckingham Palace Garden.  We were not invited to speak to the Queen 

but she came very close to chat to another lady. 



 

 

It is hard to believe that my two eldest daughters are now retired, but the 

youngest is a science teacher at the Technical School in Sandwich.  Where 

have the years gone? 

 

Evelyn Willis wrote in the November 2011 newsletter that she always 

hopes someone from her time at school will crop up in the anecdotes and 

contributions.  Well Evelyn, you did not hope in vain - you will be pleased 

to read Daphne Ranger’s letter. 

******** 

SHIRLEY ROSSER (nee Massey) writes from West Sussex …..  I very 

much enjoyed the recent school reunion and congratulate you and your 

colleagues on a very well organised day, although I would have preferred 

to eat my roll  off a plate and not the tablecloth!  I joined Hinchley Wood, 

Commercial Department (as it was then)  in January 1949 and have very 

happy memories of my school days at KDCS.  I lived in Banstead at the 

time and had to leave at 7 am in order to catch three different buses to 

school, first the 164 bus to Sutton where I picked up the 213 bus to 

Maldon roundabout and then finally onto the 152 bus to the school.  Like 

other classmates of my  year, I took the very first ‘O’ Levels and also went 

on the school visit to Brussels mentioned in the last Newsletter which, 

incidentally, was the school’s first visit abroad since the war end.  I was in 

Cornwall House and our House Captain was Valerie Webster.  I remember 

going to watch her represent the school in the long jump at the All England 

Schools Games in 1950. 

******** 

JACQUELINE SADLER (Blake) 1940 writes …. I have “clocked up” a 

number of Reunions, coming with my old school chum Daphne Ranger.  It 

was Daphne who invited me to “sit next to her” on my first nervous and 

shy day at KDCS Hinchley Wood, April 1940 - we have remained good 

friends ever since!  We particularly enjoyed this last Reunion, maybe 

because our table companions were nearer in years to our entry date 1940-

42 and also the menu was a good one!  Just a pity there is always the 

difficulty of following all the announcements and speeches, but I presume 

little can be done to help here as the height of the hall doesn’t contribute to 

good acoustics! 

We realise there is a problem with hearing the speeches and we have tried 

to obtain a microphone, without success.  Will try harder! 



 

 

Looking at the 

School photo 

Audrey 

Daborn, 

Frances 

Stracey, Myra 

Diemer, Pat 

Williamson, 

Brian Bibby 

and our new 

member 

Daphne 

Beachamp. 

 

 

 

Ethel Bryant 

writes from 

Redhill.. I 

don’t get out a 

lot and 

meeting up 

with old 

friends was 

really a big 

treat.  The 

reunion once 

again was a 

great success 

and my son, 

David was 

very impressed and  enjoyed it.  Ethel and her son sitting between Bob and 

Marian Coleman. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Some more pictures from our reunion: 

Raffle 

prize 

winners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gwen Johnson 

and Alfred 

Solomon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our new member Jennifer Else 

(1959) and her husband.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Alfred Solomon celebrated his 90th 

Birthday on 2nd April and was presented 

with a small birthday cake.  He writes 

from Wallington …. This is to tell you 

how I enjoyed the last Reunion, and to 

thank you for the delightful surprise at 

the end!  It was also a great surprise 

meeting Barbara and Bob Pharoah.  If 

anyone had said to me in my younger 

days that I would live to be 90, I would 

have said that it was unlikely.  So it was 

with much surprise that I awoke on 2nd 

April last, and said “I’m still alive, so I 

must be 90 to-day!”  We had lived 

through a war whilst still in our youth, and we had grown up much too 

quickly.  But I had been lucky to have escaped some disasters, and even 

more so to have met Irene at the end of it all.   I am here today mainly due 

to Irene, who for 66 years, has looked after me through thick and thin ever 

since.  We also managed to raise three wonderful children, who have given 

us great pleasure, and who also keep an eye on us.  Recently, I drove down 

to HMS Drake in Devonport for a few days, to attend our Annual Reunion 

of the RN Signal School where I trained as a radio operator.  Not many of 

us left, I’m afraid.  In the article (July 2011 page 12) on my career after I 

left KDCS, I omitted to say, that I owe my success in life to the fine tuition 

we received at KDCS, and for which I am forever grateful. 

Left - Alfred with Bob Pharoah who 

came all the way  from Australia.   

 

Below - Bob and Barbara Pharoah with 

Myra Diemer (centre). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Left: 

John Edwards 

from Belfast 

(centre)  

together with 

James Winton 

and Ron 

Granger 

 

 

David Smith  

Jillian Paul 

Jim Jacobs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I apologise if the photos are not named, or if they are named incorrectly.  

More photos in the November newsletter. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above:  Audrey and Peter Daniels 

 

Right:  A raffle prize winner 

 

 

Valerie Read and 

Margaret Hilliker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The two Janets 

with Harry 

Stanley 

 

From left: 

Janet C-Kelly 

Harry Stanley 

Janet Steeples 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

WENDY  MULLETT (Stacey) 1947-50 writes …..  Someone I’ve 

thought of often over the years was mentioned briefly in the last two issues 

of this magazine - our history teacher Miss Howell.  I’m not sure whether 

she taught my form throughout our three years at the school but I do recall 

that in the third year, for School Certificate, we studied 19th Century 

politics and social reform with her.  Although I couldn’t tell you now the 

dates of the reform bills, or which prime minister was responsible for 

which act, I’ve had a very clear idea ever since of how the industrial 

revolution changed this country, and how the Victorians began its 

restructure into what we inherited in the 20th Century. 

 

It’s true that everyone remembers a good teacher.  She was a brilliant 

teacher who brought her subject to life and managed her classes (it seems 

now looking back)  effortlessly.  I feel lucky to have had her, and wish I’d 

known her better.  She was at the school for years  - she sits in many of the 

old photographs that once lined the walls - but I don’t know her first name 

and I’m not even sure if I’ve spelt her surname correctly.  Maybe someone 

will write in and tell me. 

 

In the November 2011 and March 2012 issues, she was called Miss 

‘Howe’.  I thought, that’s not what I remember, and telephoned my friend 

Myra Diemer (Williams).  “No” she said, “it was Howle”. 

 

I puzzled about it until I remembered the old autograph album lurking at 

the back of a drawer; and there she is - ‘Best wishes, M A Howll, 28 VII 

50’  - the day I left school.  But is it ‘Howll, or Howle’?  Or even ‘Howel’? 

 

I’ll bring the album along to the next reunion to prove my point and in the 

meantime continue to remember her with respect, as my clever Miss 

Howell. 

 

I am looking forward to receiving a flood of letters confirming the correct 

spelling of Howe, Howll, Howle or Howel. 

 

Wendy continues ….  Looking through the shabby old autograph book 

there are reminders of other teachers whose good wishes I collected on my 

last day at school 62 years ago.  There’s Miss Mackintosh, who got us 



 

 

typing to music; Mr Rose, who taught book-keeping and tried (and failed) 

to instruct me in the intricacies of the trial balance; Miss Cooper (I’d 

forgotten her name was Hilda) who hailed from the Isle of Man; Miss 

Adams, who certainly got us all reading; and Miss Knight, who’s well 

remembered - as are Miss Felgate and Miss Williams, and Messrs Bamber, 

Weaver and Britton. 

 

Former fellow students’ faces also come to mind as I read their names (and 

a few rude verses).  There’s G R (Bob) Coleman, Jean (Withey) and 

Rodney Berry, Kevin (Nogger) Neild, Myra Williams, Daphne Beauchamp 

and Nancy Clarke, and many others who never come to our reunions.  

Where are they now, I wonder?   

 

Bryan Johnson, whose novels and poetry are studied by university students 

today, and Bernard (Curly) Nolan are, sadly, departed - but has anyone any 

news of their friends Douglas White and Keith Holloway, or of Brian 

Twyman, Brian (Horace) Harmshaw, Janet Crichmore or Molly Mitchell, 

Barbara Rowling or John Richards?  And what of Arthur Walters and Roy 

Ward?  Any information will be welcome. 

******** 

JOHN LIPSCOMBE emails from Guernsey regarding The Lipscombes 

from Epsom …… In recent issues I have read that Maureen Marshall 

mentioned my ballroom dancing at the Claremont in Surbiton, and I was 

on the extreme left of the photo provided by Jill Roebuck of the group that 

visited the Houses of Parliament with Miss Howle and Mr Bamber in 

1952.   My older brother, Eric, (1943) was in a photo of the evacuees to 

Leigh during the war.  I haven’t seen anything about my sister, Eileen, 

(1946) who was a pupil three years after Eric and three years before me.  I 

attended from 1949 to 1952 and was in the first year, I think, where some 

of us stayed on for that third year and did the GCE.  So it is about time that 

I wrote something for our readers. 

 

Briefly, Eric has lived in Epsom since he left school, he worked most of 

his career as a Budgetary Controller with the Iraq Petroleum Company and 

spent an awful lot of time, including many holidays in Scotland, fly 

fishing.  Sadly his wife Dorothy died two years ago, but he keeps himself 

active.  Eileen travelled all over the world with her husband Ron, who 



 

 

worked with the Foreign Office as a telephone engineer.  They lived in 

lovely places like South Africa and Geneva, but also in “interesting” places 

like Moscow.  When Ron retired they lived in a beautiful farmhouse in 

Axminster in Dorset, but sadly Ron died some years ago and Eileen has 

lived in an apartment overlooking the sea in Seaton, Devon.  She has 

pursued her great interest in painting with a passion and has a good group 

of friends who often travel to beautiful places to paint.  She is in relatively 

good shape and was 80 in April. 

 

Like Eileen, I have travelled a fair amount.  My first job, within two weeks 

of leaving Hinchley Wood was with three or four other ex-KDCSers at 

Morgan Guaranty Trust.  I was in the small office in Bush House in The 

Aldwych; then it was National Service with the RAF - as a secretary to an 

Air Marshal for 18 months, at Upavon on Salisbury Plain - which was a 

waste of time except I played a lot of tennis and badminton; then for too 

many years until 1964 with a group of investment trusts in the City, where 

I learnt a lot about investment work and secretarial practice, and how the 

ex-public school boys lived a very pleasant life with their network of 

school chums and well-placed relatives, whilst people like me analysed the 

balance sheets of the companies we invested in, ran the errands and 

organised most things, and even wrote the minutes of all the board 

meetings and annual meetings.  I was then offered a job in the Bahamas to 

be the secretary for an international offshore trust company owned by 

Goldman Sachs and a few other illustrious international banks - I was an 

FCIS by then - and after seven years of having a wonderful time, getting 

married and moving on to another group, we decided to move to my wife’s 

home island of Guernsey with our baby daughter Jennifer.  It was good 

timing as Guernsey was just beginning to become a significant offshore 

centre, and after 22 years I was fortunate enough to have my company 

taken over by one of the large Swiss banks.  Since that time I spent a lot of 

time appreciating trees, planting them and telling other people how nice 

they are, and travelling to many places to hug ones I thought might 

appreciate it.  Now at 76 I still play golf, ski and garden and get involved, 

as many of us do, with our grandchildren, of which I have three. 

 

I agree with Bob Coleman, who has more than once mentioned in this 

publication, that we old students of KDCS, or the Commercial Department 



 

 

at Hinchley Wood, got a great introduction to the world of commerce.  I 

came from Linton’s Lane Secondary Modern School in Epsom with hardly 

any idea about most of the subjects I had supposed to be studying in my 

nine years of school up until then (of course it was just after the war which 

was a difficult time).  What a change.  What brilliant teachers we had; and 

I can recall all of them with affection and gratitude.  I met so many other 

students who, like my siblings and I, had grown up in those austere times 

and yet were happy and liked going to school.  It may be that we were so 

innocent and unspoilt, and healthy, and rode bicycles everywhere.  I do 

like my laptop, but I still can use my Gregg shorthand.  Occasionally I look 

it up on Google to remind me of the Short Forms that Miss Neale taught 

me to write, almost artistically.  Those were great days and times.  Kind 

regards to all the readers of this stuff who know and remember we three 

Lipscombes from Epsom. 

 

John adds that he hoped the April reunion went off well - he was unable to 

attend but hopes to come to our next reunion. 

******** 

SADLY 

 

BETTY PARKER (Richardson) 1931-1933  Wendy Tomlins (neice by 

marriage) advised that Betty Parker sadly died age 94 on 11th March 2012.  

After attending KDCS she went on to work for Hawker Aircraft during 

WW2 and then went abroad to work in the Cameroon in the 1950s and 

1960s and then Zambia in the Copperbelt in the 1970s which is where she 

met and married her late husband.  They moved first to South Africa and 

then Australia and she came back to Worthing in West Sussex after he died.  

She always spoke fondly of her time at KDCS and it led to an exciting 

career. 

 

BRIAN MATTEN (1943) died suddenly on 7th April 2012.  His widow 

Joyce writes ….It is with great sadness that I have to report the death of 

my husband, Brian Matten.  We met at school, in fact we were in the same 

form.  Our friendship began when we were both 15 years of age.  Brian 

died just three days before our wedding anniversary.  It would have been 

our 62nd.  I think this proves that KDCS produces, not only successful 

business people, but also, in our case, a long and happy marriage.  I think 



 

 

this would even get Miss Adams’ blessing!  We obtained 3rd and 4th 

positions in our final Diploma and Brian was a successful business man 

and our son graduated at Oxford with a BA and a PhD from Cambridge.  

Thank you KDCS for an education second to none. 

 

RUTH MARTIN - Bill Martin telephoned to inform us that his wife Ruth, 

died on 5th June 2012 after a long illness.  They had been married for 57 

years. 

 

EILEEN JAFFE (Barber) died on Sunday, 9th June 2012 after a long 

illness.  Celia Bradbury writes … Eileen and I were great friends from 

Primary School onward and we lived a few doors from each other.  She 

was slightly older than I and began at KDCS before me, and was delighted 

when I too joined her.  We used to sit in the back of the 152 bus and sing 

all of Danny Kaye’s songs from his films, which were so popular then, 

probably to the annoyance of everyone else on the bus.  After our 

marriages, our lives went very different ways and we lost touch for many 

years but over the last five years or so we had been regularly in touch.  I 

feel as if part of my life has gone but it is good to remember how much fun 

she always was. 

 

EARNEST  M  PORTER  1939-1940  collapsed and died in hospital on 

29th April 2012 shortly after attending our Reunion. 

 

JOAN BRIDGES (Calver) died on 29th June 2011 aged 79.  Her daughter 

Alison Gazley writes that Joan very much enjoyed attending a couple of 

reunions and always talked of enjoying her time at KDCS all those years 

ago.  

 

BETTY  HYDE died in February 2012 at age 96.  Peter Daniels asks 

“could this be our oldest KDCS pupil?”  He writes that she was a pupil at 

KDCS in 1930 or 1931 when it was located in Kingston Hall Road.  He 

adds, I knew her at St George’s Church, Tolworth and I had given her the 

Association’s magazines to read including Cynthia Chandler’s “War-time 

Diaries”  (I left KDCS at the time of the unexploded bomb, before 16th 

October, when it was exploded).  The teachers at Betty Hyde’s time were: 

Mr Whitehead (Head teacher).  Mr Whitter (History).  Mr Weaver 



 

 

(Geography).  Dr Appelian (French).  Mr Ballantyne (Book-keeping).  Mr 

Overton (Commerce) and Miss Adams (English).  Most of the teachers 

were there in my time at KDCS 1939-49, 10 years on! 

 

HERBERT  LOWIT  1940   died age 88 on 17th January 2012.  His 

daughter Sylvia Daintrey writes .. My father was 16 years old when he 

started at KDCS on 1st January 1940.  He was a child refugee from 

Czechoslovakia who had come to England with his family in 1938.  The 

Czech Refugee Trust Fund found him a place at KDCS where he could 

continue his studies for a year.  The fund also paid for his board and 

lodging with the Guy family who, following an appeal at a KDCS 

assembly, ‘adopted’ him.  He stayed in touch with the family to the end.  

My father was very proud of his achievements at KDCS (he did 2 years in 

1) and we still have his certificates.  It was from Kingston of course, that 

he witnessed the Blitz over London in the autumn of 1940.  After KDCS 

he worked as a junior clerk at a shoe wholesalers in Kingston before 

joining the Free Czech Army on his 18th birthday.  KDCS former student 

Barbara Guy (now Gibbs) attended his funeral at the City of London 

Crematorium on 1st February. 

 

See the obituary, overleaf, which was published in the Guardian newspaper 

on 20th February and spotted by Peter Hore (1950/53). 

 

DENNIS  DAVEY  1943 died on 31st March 2012.  His funeral was held at 

Woking Crematorium on 17th April and was extremely well attended.  See 

our announcement on page 1. 

 

 

MILDRED SCHUTZ (Buck) 1938 writes from Worcester Park …. It is 

with much regret that I have decided to resign from KDCS Association.  

Leaving anything is always sad, but with happy memories, I am still in 

touch with a few ex-students even after all these years, which is rather 

amazing.  It was always interesting to hear how successful some members 

became.  I do wish you well and hope the membership increases. 

Sorry to lose you Mildred, but I know you have attended many of our 

Reunions and thank you for your support over the years. 



 

 

Peter Hore 1950-53 sent in this obituary 

from  The Guardian 20.02.12, after 

noticing it  mentioned that Herbert 

Lowit attended KDCS.  Well spotted 

Peter.  Sorry about the quality of the 

reproduction. 



 

 

On seeing our advert in the Saga magazine JOHN SALTHOUSE from 

Magnac Laval, France, made contact and after receiving a copy of an old 

newsletter has joined the Association and writes …..  I remember Mr 

Weaver being deputy head but the newsletter has re-awakened my stodgy 

memory of Mr Thorpe as head.   For some unknown reason I remember a 

name from my year - Rodney Underdown.   

 

Of the teachers there was Mr Godfrey who came straight from demob to 

teach geography.  Does anyone remember the name of the Economics 

teacher who used ’five-stones’ to teach the law of diminishing returns?  

Miss Adams was the senior English teacher who refused to acknowledge 

my existence because I had read Nicholas Nickleby in a fortnight instead 

of spreading it over the whole term. 

 

Typing this has brought back the name of the junior English teacher - Miss 

Knight, I do believe, can anyone confirm?  I copied a notice on the back of 

a lorry into an essay.  She ringed the swear word and wrote “unnecessary”.  

I have never written a swear word since.    

 

Does anyone know anything of BARRY EMM?  We used to march round 

the tarmac (after drinking our third of a pint of milk) mentally multiplying 

two four figure numbers.  We often cycled in from Weybridge.  He was 

quite tall.   That seems about all I can drag from my mind. 

******** 

Another new member DONALD GRAY from Verwood, Dorset has joined 

the Association after receiving a copy of an old newsletter and writes ….  I 

only wish that I had made contact earlier rather than wasting time with 

Friends Reunited. 

 

Although unsure of the exact date of my arrival at the Commercial 

Department of Hinchley Wood, I suspect that I was there in 1950.  In 

common with so many others after leaving the school I was caught up in 

the many distractions of working life and only had minimal contact with 

school friends.   My mind was set upon being a journalist and although I 

managed to obtain interviews with a couple of editors, I found my  pending 

national service commitments to be an obstacle, although this was not 

supposed to be the case.  After a two year spell in the Royal Navy I 



 

 

rejoined Thomas Cook where I spent most of my working life.  During my 

time in the RN to my surprise I met two of my old school chums who were 

also in the Royal Navy.  Unlike me, they were regulars, with the perhaps 

daunting prospect of a seven year term.  They were my class mates Arthur 

(Daisy) Davis and Barry Meek - perhaps these names will strike a chord 

with some of you and establish exactly when I was a pupil.  The only 

subsequent contact with anyone was when, to my great surprise 

approximately forty years later Arthur Davis turned up at my office having 

established my whereabouts from the Thomas Cook head office. 

 

Other names that come to mind are Les Green, Shirley Berry, Jill Britten, 

Brian Thomas, Jean Nicholas, Valerie Taylor, Pat Dale, Pat Wallace, 

Shirley Smithers, Marjorie Mills and Wendy Forsee (not sure of this 

spelling).  There were also two boys named Belbin and Bott but their 

Christian names escape me. 

 

Having made a number of unsuccessful attempts through Friends Reunited 

to make contact, it would be nice to hear from anyone who had the dubious 

joy of knowing me all of those years ago.  It would certainly be my 

intention to attend the next reunion.  However, I still live a quite active life 

and wonder how far in advance you decide on the date. 

See Jillian Paul’s letter - Colin Belbin and Arthur Davis appear in one of 

the photographs.  No date fixed for the next reunion, but usually about mid 

April, depending on the Easter dates.  Look forward to seeing you. 

******** 

SUBSCRIPTIONS  £5 per annum payable in July.  Cheques should be 

made payable to KDCS Association and sent to the following address: 

KDCS Association, c/o Janet Creighton-Kelly, 2 Maultway Close, 

Camberley, Surrey   GU15 1PP 

e-mail janet@jangeo.co.uk                                        Telephone 01276 25357 

 

Many thanks for sending in your subscriptions.  This does enable us to 

continue issuing our newsletters.  Prior to the increase in postal charges, 

we purchased £300 worth of 2nd class stamps.  You will be pleased to know 

that this is a saving of £117 towards the postage of our newsletters, of 

which we send out approximately 300 to addresses in the UK. 

 



 

 

A NEW ADDITION TO OUR NEWSLETTER  

JANET  PRISCILLA’S  PAGE 

                                                                                   

Just let me explain where Priscilla comes in.  It 

is my second name from my great grandmother 

through each generation to my only 

granddaughter who is Elisha Jade Priscilla.  In 

1950 we had an exchange teacher from America 

who, to the amusement of the class, decided to 

call me Priscilla because I had put it on my text 

book after Janet. 

 

Well, what did you think of the Reunion?  We 

enjoyed preparing it and executing the same.  We hope to produce another 

next year.  It is so rewarding when we make new friends from another 

period.   Since I joined the Association in 1996 and the Reunion 

Committee in 2003 I have gained so many new friends and of course 

“found” lots of old ones from all over the World.   

 

I have been so lucky to have had such an intensive education culminating 

with KDCS which sent me out to enjoy my experience, working first at 

Vickers Armstrong, Weybridge to add to my skills and become a 

Comptometer Operator.  After a few years I left and worked in London 

with a large building firm and then Accountants in the City, travelling daily 

with my future husband and accidentally meeting - on the underground - 

class friends who ultimately became Godparents to my children.  Gerald 

and I were married on 11th September 1954, which  became a notorious 

day in 2001! 

 

We will have another Reunion next year and look forward to your 

suggestions on the food preferred and whether we should continue having 

a raffle and above all finding “old” new members that have been to KDCS. 

We still hope to produce three magazines a year and appreciate your subs 

and donations. 

 

Sincerely 

Janet Priscilla Steeples (Haddrell) 


